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Instructional Note

Creating and Using Open
Educational Resources (OER)
in Reading and Writing Classes
> Christine E. Hutchins
Creating her own assignments using openly licensed course materials allows this professor
and her students to be more creative and to take greater advantage of digital resources.

I

n the wake of Apple’s reveal of its $999 monitor stand, a witty contributor to the
Reddit website posted a photo of “The original $1000 monitor stand,” a stack of
six college textbooks, some purchased used (https://www.reddit.com/r/pics/com
ments/bwp3jc/the_original_1000_monitor_stand/). The contributor has a point:
a semester of college textbooks can top $1000. Because textbooks are expensive,
cost is always an important consideration when choosing class materials. I teach at
a public community college where 76.5
percent of my students fall into the lowest
It has been worth investing time
income brackets. Our college is proud to
in creating my own scaffolded
be among two-year colleges in the top
thirty national student mobility ratings
reading and writing assignments
(for success rates at community colleges,
to accompany the readings. It
see Aisch et al.; “Community College;”
has
not been much more time
Fain; “Fast Facts”). In my experience,
many instructors are deeply concerned than I would spend selecting and
with lowering costs for students. The
preparing assignments from a
difficulty is finding time and resources to
traditional textbook and has the
gather, publish, integrate, and implement
added
benefit of allowing me and
free or low-cost alternatives. I describe
my students to be as creative as
strategies and resources that I have found
useful in making the transition.
we wish with the materials.
I first transitioned to low-cost
alternatives in my basic reading and
writing and first-year composition courses by assigning students free online writing lab materials and adopting trade anthologies such as the American Society of
Magazine Editors yearly collections of The Best Magazine Writing, with $14 volumes
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for general reading, nature, science, and other topics of interest to myself and my
students. It has been worth investing time in creating my own scaffolded reading
and writing assignments to accompany the readings. It has not been much more
time than I would spend selecting and preparing assignments from a traditional
textbook and has the added benefit of allowing me and my students to be as creative as we wish with the materials. It made sense, then, for me to move entirely
to Open Educational Resources (OER) with no cost for course materials in my
classes beginning in 2017. All course readings and assignments are electronically
available.At my college, we are fortunate to have smart rooms, classroom laptop and
tablet sets, and an electronics borrowing program. I notice that many students use
their smart phones, and I therefore craft course sites that are accessible from small
screens. As additional benefits, I have decreased paper use to a single page on the
first day explaining crucial course information and locations for the online syllabus,
schedule, readings, and assignments. I have also, through closed captioning and textto-speech readers, enhanced experiences for hearing- and sight-impaired, dyslexic,
and ESL learners, who appreciate the combination of text and audio.
The Current State of OER in Higher Education

OER are licensed by creators for use free of charge. Creators choose from a range
of licensing options. Some creators select licenses open to remixing and commercial sales. Others ask for attribution, or restrict remixing or selling their works. It
is easy to select the appropriate license, register, and label works using the Creative
Commons Licensing guide (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/). The Open
movement in higher education originated in the open source software movement
of the late 1990s. The Mozilla Firefox browser is, perhaps, its most familiar representative. It gained traction in higher education in 2001 when MIT launched its
OpenCourseWare (https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm). Many early course-sharing
sites make syllabi and assignments freely available but require purchased textbooks.
The Open Syllabus Project (http://opensyllabusproject.org/), a repository for syllabi dating back through 2005, similarly shares course plans and usually requires
purchased textbooks.
Open as it is now defined—with the majority of readings and all assignments
licensed for use and distribution free of charge—was in 2001 just beginning to
grow as a viable option with the newly established Creative Commons offering a
repository to which creators might add openly licensed works (https://creativecom
mons.org/about/). In 2007, the Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management
(ISKME) boosted availability of openly licensed works with the OER Commons
(https://www.oercommons.org/about). By 2014, the Open movement had gained
enough traction and financial support for creators to make freely licensed textbooks
available through resources such as University of Minnesota’s Center for Open
Education (https://open.umn.edu/). In 2015, the Department of Education threw
its support behind the movement by requiring grant-funded educational projects
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to adopt open licensing. Many states, including my own New York State, have since
launched initiatives to promote use of open course materials in higher education.
Most policymakers seem dismayed at the slow creation and adoption of open
textbooks. For example, research published May 2019 by Dr. Braddlee and Amy
VanScoy suggests fewer than 10 percent of college instructors have adopted OER
course materials. Steven Bell’s 2018 white paper on OER adoption in Choice, the
publication of the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), similarly
documents the slow adoption of OER among higher education instructors and
suggests tools for improvement—particularly peer networking and establishment
of a central search engine for OER,
such as SUNY Geneseo’s Openly AvailI believe that more faculty
able Sources Integrated Search (OASIS)
would adopt OER course
(https://oasis.geneseo.edu/). Faculty,
materials were it not for the
myself included, likely recognize slow
adoption of OER as a result of familiar
combination of time crunch and
pressures: decreasing budgets; fewer lines
low institutional rewards for the
for tenure-track and tenured faculty
work that goes into gathering,
with more lines for our hardworking
publishing, integrating, and
but overloaded adjunct peers; larger class
sizes and accompanying higher stacks of
implementing OER.
assignments for grading; not to mention
the estimated 17 percent of our work
week spent in meetings and 13 percent on email, according to research reported
by Colleen Flaherty based on faculty time use at Boise State University.
I believe that more faculty would adopt OER course materials were it not
for the combination of time crunch and low institutional rewards for the work that
goes into gathering, publishing, integrating, and implementing OER. In March
2012, early in the OER movement, Teaching English in the Two-Year College featured
articles on both sides of the OER adoption movement. Ron K. Christianson’s
lively “Leaving the Well-Rutted Contours of My Pedagogical Past” describes the
benefits: Christianson brought more energy and freedom to pedagogy in reading
and writing classes upon replacing a standard textbook with open access course
materials. Christianson reflects on the extent to which the textbook had directed
choices of activities and assignments and describes ways that choosing open access
course materials opened up space in the syllabus and during class meetings for
innovative and engaging activities and assignments. On the other side, Rochelle
(Shelley) Rodrigo’s thoughtful “Why We Won’t See Textbooks in Our Disciplinary
Rear View Mirror in the Near Future” reflects on why textbooks will likely remain
important for higher education, not least because their creators are able to invest
the time and resources into carefully crafting books that give students maximum
help in understanding the purposes and goals of course content along with wellintegrated activities, assignments, and assessments to help students achieve those goals
even when outside the classroom. The time that goes into creating truly effective
and energizing course materials is substantial.
Creating and Using Open Educational Resources (OER)

f297-311-Mar20-TE.indd 299

299

4/29/20 11:16 AM

As with most of us at teaching-intensive institutions, I have to choose very
wisely how I use my time. I have a five/four teaching load.The institution at which
I teach requires publications for tenure and promotion, but creating open textbooks
does not count toward publication whereas creating traditional for-profit textbooks
does. I have made adopting OER course materials a priority, but doing so has been
a journey for me. I hope more faculty make the journey, and perhaps mine might
be useful to others who wish to do the same.
Strategies for Finding OER for Reading and Writing Classes

My experience with OER course materials has been much like Christianson’s. I
enjoy being able to integrate multimedia into course materials: openly licensed
podcasts, audio, music videos, documentaries, interactive charts and maps,
It helps if you are already
animation, and images abound. Now,
someone who enjoys wandering instead of surveying new nonfiction over
the web. Ideally, instead of going summers, I survey the web. It is a much
larger and more diverse pool of resources,
down the rabbit hole with
which makes it more difficult to search
sequential videos of squirrels
and evaluate. In addition, as researchers
raiding birdfeeders, you are
note, OER repositories spread out in odd
corners of the web, each with separate
chasing and bookmarking
interesting possibilities for course search engines. Finding materials takes
longer, especially at first. It helps if you
materials.
are already someone who enjoys wandering the web. Ideally, instead of going
down the rabbit hole with sequential
videos of squirrels raiding birdfeeders, you are chasing and bookmarking interesting
possibilities for course materials.At the end of this article, I include an annotated list
of OER repositories, learning tools, and sample course sites I have found especially
helpful when planning my OER reading and writing courses.
After my initial forays into OER, I noted some subject areas have made more
headway into open licensing: architecture, composition and rhetoric, environmental
studies, health, journalism, public affairs, along with most sciences. I pared down
the time I spent searching for and evaluating resources by choosing architecture
and placemaking as the theme for my first OER basic reading and writing class.
These areas of study have committed to making academic work open access, and
so they are rich in quality publications. They are also rich in multimedia, and rich
in interest for myself and my students, since we could focus on the history and
future of placemaking in our own community, including field trips. I was already
creating my own scaffolded class activities and assignments using less expensive
general reader nonfiction, and so it was not a stretch to do the same with freely
available online materials.
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Strategies for Publishing OER for Reading and Writing Courses

My first experience putting class materials online was made easier with support from
a Lumen Learning web-wizard, but it was not nearly as complicated as I worried
it might be.Veteran instructors of hybrid and online classes know how to publish
course materials. For me, this came with a learning curve. A bit of research helped
me choose a platform that I thought would work well for my students. I consulted
resources such as wpbeginner’s “How to Choose the Best Blogging Platform in
2019 (Compared)” (https://www.wpbeginner.com/beginners-guide/how-tochoose-the-best-blogging-platform/) and “How to Choose the Best Website Builder
in 2019 (Compared),” (https://www.wpbeginner.com/beginners-guide/how-tochoose-the-best-website-builder/). I include below samples of OER course sites
using different platforms, because I found it useful to survey a range of options
before selecting one for myself.
I selected WordPress because it is familiar and compatible with mobile devices. I also maintain class Blackboard pages linked to my WordPress sites, because
that is my college’s preferred learning management system. My students and I have
found that current iterations of Blackboard collapse course menus when viewed
on small mobile screens, which can make for confusing navigation. Also, course
sites without password protection are more truly open, not to mention accessible
to students who have forgotten how to find the site and want the simplicity of
typing my name into a search engine.
I experimented with layout options, and found free professional and business templates easier to use than blog templates. Professional and business templates
allow everything to be copied and pasted from Word to WordPress. Initially, this
resulted in lengthy scrolling experiences for students. I alleviated the problem by
accessing video tutorials and creating menus and anchors so students could jump
from assignment to assignment within pages. Blog templates have the benefit of
placing each assignment on its own page, but each page must be separately copied
and pasted as well as sequenced using date and time stamps. The blog template
proved more difficult over time, because each time I made a change I had to manage
sequencing of entries. Another lesson learned is that links on the web change fast.
If you are unable to check and correct links on a regular basis, you can download
openly licensed materials into a Google drive, Dropbox, or other online repository, and use those stable documents for links. I chose to link directly to providers
because I want to give creators valuable web traffic. At times I feel a little like an
urban gardener tending course sites.
Although I can see a thousand ways my first OER reading and writing
course on placemaking in the Bronx and New York City could be improved, it
nonetheless elicited energetic, thoughtful work from students in my basic writing
sections (https://courses.lumenlearning.com/cuny-hostos-expositorywriting/).The
first experience prompted so many positive responses from students—“Really good
for different kinds of learners,” “I can’t lose the course materials, because they’re all
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online,” “I can do the reading for class on the train,” and “FREE, who doesn’t like
free?!”—that I fully committed to creating my next semester’s classes using OER.
Strategies for Integrating OER in Reading and Writing Courses

It took me about a month on my own to design three courses on WordPress, although I admit to having spent a bit of time playing with page layout, font, color
schemes, not to mention chasing down images and animations not strictly necessary for the teaching and learning experience. I could certainly have shortened my
experimental phase by omitting steps such as adopting overly flamboyant color
schemes and embedding but then deleting so many videos that the site slows to a
crawl. My and my students’ favorite course focuses on causes of and solutions to
the divisions between urban and rural communities in the United States (https://
christineellennyccoreenglish.wordpress.com/).
When planning these OER courses, I compiled a master list of all readings
and multimedia, with links, and all activities and assignments in a Word document before venturing online. Because
It took me about a month on my I was using my own combinations of
readings and multimedia, this involved
own to design three courses on work essentially like textbook creation.
WordPress, although I admit to
Therefore, I needed to do some up-front
having spent a bit of time playing work crafting activities and assignments
so as to ensure students would be very
with page layout, font, color
clear as to how each OER adds to skills
schemes, not to mention chasing and knowledge needed for success in the
down images and animations not class.As in any textbook or well-wrought
strictly necessary for the teaching course plan, it helps to explain in writing
very explicitly expectations and activities
and learning experience.
required for each assignment, how each
contributes to successful completion of
top-level assessments, and which skills and knowledge-areas are being addressed
throughout. It is true that adopting a for-profit textbook for class may not require
this kind of up-front attention to the granular details of each activity and assignment. Instructors can, should they wish, order a textbook from the bookstore and
await the start of class meetings before preparing activities and assignments. However, there are manifold benefits to the advance preparation that OER sometimes
requires before the first meeting.
Perhaps most important, the whole arch of the semester’s assignments is
laid out in its entirety for instructor and students to see how each activity or assignment contributes to successful completion of those coming up. I have found
this enhances student momentum and motivation. I have also found it eliminates
stressful late-night or early-morning crash planning of class activities. Further,
my more enterprising students use it to front-load class preparation when their
schedules become especially crowded at the middle and end of semesters. Perennial
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procrastinators use it to catch up and can do it without a series of email exchanges
with me. Also, should it be necessary to change the syllabus or class schedule, the
online format makes it far easier. A few
edits to a single webpage updates all stuPerhaps most important, the
dents as to changes in assignments and
whole arch of the semester’s
schedules. Scratch notes on paper syllabi
assignments is laid out in its
and miscommunicated deadlines begone.
I have adopted a habit of adding
entirety for instructor and
in at the end of my course sites a few
students to see how each activity
readings and assignments that fit with
or assignment contributes to
our class themes but that are optional.
successful completion of those
Initially, this was because I had some
readings and assignments that I would
coming up.
have liked to include but ran short of
time. These have proven invaluable for
those days when the unexpected intervenes: a fast-moving group of students, snow
days, or a sick colleague who needs last-minute class coverage. Additional assignments, should I need them, are already there. Staff at our copy center appreciate
how infrequently I plead for last-minute rush orders.
Strategies for Teaching with OER in Reading and Writing Courses

I quickly realized that teaching my face-to-face classes using online OER required
changes to classroom configurations and activities. I scheduled class meetings in
smart rooms but did not want to be the professor behind the lectern scrolling
through slides. I found it most effective to have internet-enabled laptops or tablets
for class meetings. Students then have readings in front of them during meetings,
work collaboratively in class, send copies to group members, project writing on
the board for discussion and annotation, and add classwork to our site. I found that
linking a Google drive folder to our site allows all of us to share notes, activities,
and other work done in and out of class. Absent students can review work missed.
Students within and across sections can immediately access materials for review
before important deadlines. Linking to assignment topics created in Google forms
further enables students to post informal and formal writing assignments for classmates’ comments.
The online venue for OER has additional advantages for integrating
diverse readings and media into coherent and engaging uses of class time. The
web abounds in teaching resources that allow the professor to leave behind the
lectern as well as the white board and dry erase marker. For example, Quizziz is a
repository where instructors share already-created auto-graded quizzes (https://
quizizz.com/admin). Quizzes are searchable by topic, subject, and level. They can
be completed competitively during class time or assigned out of class, with scores
available for instructors’ records. See, for example, preexisting university-level quizzes on organizing the expository essay, by bkmitchell (https://quizizz.com/admin/
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quiz/5ac3d2afd351b60019114ae1/expository-essay), and on paragraph structure,
by ekaudelo (https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5bab3c802d2ea50019b31336/
paragraph-structure). Socrative is a tool for creating quizzes just like those for
use with clickers, except students use their own smartphones instead of clickers
(https://socrative.com/).
In my OER classes, I and my students have found such tools allow us to
creatively engage many kinds of media and literacies while weaving them into
cohesive themes using such tools as our own auto-graded practice tests and assignments using Google Forms. As an example of such an assignment:
Test your ability to read for overall organization, paragraph structure, and
paragraph transitions with the practice test on “Humans of New York Isn’t
Journalism, But It Helps Us Get Beyond the Headlines.” Before taking
the practice test, read our Writing Commons sections “Paragraphs Often Follow Deductive Organization,” “Paragraphs Are Unified by a Single Purpose or
Theme,” “Paragraphs Flow When Information Is Logical,” and “Paragraph Transitions.”
After taking the practice test, write a page explaining whether and how, in your
opinion, Brandon Stanton’s photographs for “Humans of New York” helps audiences avoid the problems that Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie describes in her talk,
“The Danger of a Single Story,” as resulting from people who might judge others
based on a single story.

As the above example shows, I’ve found especially useful the Writing Commons created by Joseph M. Moxley in 2008 (https://writingcommons.org/). It’s a
peer-reviewed, open source, and completely free handbook for teaching reading and
writing. For online discussion boards and wikis, Google’s G Suite for Education is
useful for me because I’ve long been using Gmail and Google Drive (https://edu.
google.com/products/gsuite-for-education/?modal_active=none). One good list
of most recent resources for embedding quizzes, practice tests, discussion threads,
and wikis is Lindsay Ann Learning’s “7 Free Online Discussion Tools” (https://
lindsayannlearning.com/7-free-online-discussion-tools/). I assign students to create some of the online test materials: one of the most effective ways to learn the
material is to think about how to teach it to others.
These tools ensure that online course materials not trap instructors behind a
lectern or computer screen and, in fact, more fully open the classroom to studentdriven activities.They also save time otherwise spent answering questions, soliciting
and circulating classwork, as well as copying and (re)distributing missed and missing
materials. Before adopting OER, I had not fancied myself very web-based in my
teaching, but once I began down that path, I quickly realized the benefits of OER
were not only cost savings but also accessibility, efficiency, time-savings, and opportunities for student engagement as a result of freer sharing of ideas, activities, and
assignments.We instructors sometimes forget that although we usually get to know
every student and their work, students may not know a classmate two rows away.
An online community allows groups to work better together and get out-of-class
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study sessions off the ground, especially
I hope to link assignment
for two-year college students who typisubmissions and discussion
cally commute to campus.
Next up for me, since I’ve realboards for my future classes
ized the possibilities of creating online
to colleagues’ classes at other
communities for learning: I hope to link
assignment submissions and discussion institutions in states as far-flung as
Arizona and Indiana.
boards for my future classes to colleagues’
classes at other institutions in states as
far-flung as Arizona and Indiana. What better way to explore similarities and differences between urban and rural, Northeast and Midwest, open admission and
selective institutions than to create opportunities for all these students to share ideas,
activities, and assignments?
Resources for Finding OER Teaching Materials

Blog Tyrant, “376 of the Best Royalty Free, Creative Commons, and Public
Domain Websites,” 20 Aug. 2019, https://www.blogtyrant.com/376-superuseful-royalty-free-creative-commons-and-public-domain-websites/.
Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Center for Open Education, College of Education and Human Development,
University of Minnesota, “Opening Opportunities to the Future of Education,” Creative Commons License, https://open.umn.edu/. Accessed 1 Oct.
2019.
A source of openly licensed textbooks available for anyone to download
and use for free. An alliance of higher education institutions committed to
improving access, affordability, and academic success through the use of open
textbooks.
Creative Commons, “Education/OER Resources,” https://creativecommons
.org/about/program-areas/education-oer/education-oer-resources/.
Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Guide to finding open license assignments, readings, images, photos, images,
videos, animation, music, textbooks, and courses.
Digital Public Library of America, https://dp.la/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
DPLA connects people to the riches held within America’s libraries, archives, museums, and other cultural heritage institutions. All of the materials
found through DPLA—photographs, books, maps, news footage, oral histories, personal letters, museum objects, artwork, government documents, and
so much more—are free and immediately available in digital format.
Directory of Open Access Journals, https://doaj.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
DOAJ is a community-curated online directory that indexes and provides
access to high-quality, open access, peer-reviewed journals.
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HathiTrust, https://www.hathitrust.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
HathiTrust is a partnership of academic and research institutions, offering a
collection of millions of titles digitized from libraries around the world.
International Association for Media and Communication Research, Open Access Journals, https://iamcr.org/open-access-journals. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
IAMCR is the preeminent worldwide professional organization in the field
of media and communication research.
Internet Archive Digital Library, https://archive.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Internet Archive is a nonprofit library of millions of free books, movies,
software, music, websites, and more.
Library of Congress Digital Collections, https://www.loc.gov/collections/.
Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Online collections of maps, photographs, letters, diaries, sound recordings
including personal accounts of events, and historic films.
Lumen Learning, https://lumenlearning.com/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
OER course materials in all disciplines.
Mason OER Metafinder, George Mason University, https://oer.deepwebaccess.
com/oer/desktop/en/search.html. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
The Mason OER Metafinder helps you find Open Educational Resources.
Unlike other OER discovery sites (e.g., OER Commons, OASIS, MERLOT, OpenStax, etc.) with our Metafinder you aren’t searching a database
that we built. Instead, the OER Metafinder performs a simultaneous search
across 21 different sources of open educational materials. . . . A distinct
feature of the Mason OER Metafinder is the scope of our discovery service.
We’re searching well-known OER repositories like OpenStax, OER Commons, and MERLOT but also sites like HathiTrust, DPLA, Internet Archive,
and NYPL Digital Collections, where valuable but often overlooked open
educational materials may be found.
MIT OpenCourseWare, https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
OCW makes the materials used in the teaching of MIT’s subjects available
on the Web.
OASIS, SUNY Geneseo, https://oasis.geneseo.edu/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Openly Available Sources Integrated Search (OASIS) is a search tool that
aims to make the discovery of open content easier. OASIS currently searches
open content from 88 different sources and contains 352,345 records.
OER Commons, Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management (ISKME),
https://www.oercommons.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
OER Commons is a public digital library of open education resources.
Open Education Resources, University of Pittsburgh Library Guide, https://
pitt.libguides.com/openeducation/intro. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
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Open Educational Resources (OER): Research & Best Practices, Mt. San Antonio College Library, https://mtsac.libguides.com/oer/research. Accessed
1 Oct. 2019.
This guide provides resources and tools for instructors wishing to add OER
to their courses.
Open Courseware Consortium, https://www.oeconsortium.org/. Accessed 1
Oct. 2019.
The Open Education Consortium (OEC) is a nonprofit, global, membersbased network of open education institutions and organizations. OEC
represents its members and provides advocacy and leadership around
advancement of open education globally. OEC works with its members to
build capacity to find, reuse, create and share Open Educational Resources
(OER), develop open policy, create sustainable open education models, and
enable international collaboration and innovation.
Open Syllabus Project, http://opensyllabusproject.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
The OSP is an effort to make the intellectual judgment embedded in syllabi
relevant to broader explorations of teaching, publishing, and intellectual history. The project has collected over 1 million syllabi, has extracted citations
and other metadata from them, and is now pleased to make the Syllabus
Explorer publicly available as a means of exploring this corpus.
Project Gutenberg, http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page. Accessed 1
Oct. 2019.
Project Gutenberg offers over 59,000 free eBooks. Choose among free epub
and Kindle eBooks, download them or read them online.You will find the
world’s great literature here, with focus on older works for which US copyright has expired.
Public Domain Review, https://publicdomainreview.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
PDR is an online journal and not-for-profit project dedicated to the exploration of curious and compelling works from the history of art, literature,
and ideas. As our name suggests, the focus is on works which have now
fallen into the public domain, that vast commons of out-of-copyright material that everyone is free to enjoy, share, and build upon without restriction.
Smithsonian Libraries Digital Collections, https://library.si.edu/collections. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Digital collections including over 35,000 digitized books and manuscripts
(available in either our Digital Library or as part of the Biodiversity Heritage
Library) as well as digitized photo collections, ephemera, and seed catalogs.
Teaching Resources for Writing Instructors, Conference on College Composition and Communication, https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/labor/teachingresources. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Teaching and learning sources that provide models of syllabi and assignments
as well as heuristics and guidelines that can help instructors with the planCreating and Using Open Educational Resources (OER)

f297-311-Mar20-TE.indd 307

307

4/29/20 11:16 AM

ning process that goes into teaching college writing. We also include some
open access materials that can be assigned in courses as student reading or
that support course development.
WAC Clearinghouse, Colorado State University, https://wac.colostate.edu/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Supporting scholarly exchange about communication across the disciplines.
World Lecture Project, https://world-lecture-project.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Video library of academic lectures, discussions, and courses from around the
world.
Writing Commons: Writing, Critical Thinking, and Information Literacy,
founded in 2008 by Joseph M. Moxley, Creative Commons License, https://
writingcommons.org/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Webtexts on writing pedagogy. Major topics include academic writing,
information literacy, evidence and documentation, research methods and
methodologies, style, new media communication, professional and technical
communication, and creative writing.
Select Magazines and Journals Using Creative Commons and
Open Access Licenses
American Yawp
The Conversation
Digital Journalism
Ecology and Evolution
Ecology and Society
Ensia
First Monday: Peer-Reviewed Journal on the Internet
Futurity
Global Ecology and Conservation
Global Voices
Human Rights Watch
International Journal of Communication
Journalist’s Resource
Media and Communication
On the Commons
Online Learning Journal
PLOS One
SAGE Open
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Sapiens: Anthropology, Everything Human
United Nations
YES! Magazine
Resources for Designing Accessible OER Course Materials

Accessible Syllabus Project, Tulane University, Creative Commons License,
https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Center for Universal Design in Education, University of Washington, Creative
Commons License, https://www.washington.edu/doit/programs/centeruniversal-design-education/overview. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
The Center for Universal Design in Education (CUDE) develops and collects resources to help educators apply universal design (UD) in order to
make all aspects of the educational experience welcoming to, usable by, and
inclusive of everyone, including people with disabilities:
> instruction
> student services
> information technology
> physical spaces
How Can You Integrate Accessibility into Your Syllabus? Disabilities, Opportunities, Internetworking, and Technology, University of Washington, Creative
Commons License, https://www.washington.edu/doit/how-can-youintegrate-accessibility-your-syllabus. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Sample Course Sites Using OER for College Reading and Writing

Curtright, Lauren, Kathryn Crowther, Nancy Gilbert, Barbara Hall, and Tracienne Ravita. English Composition I, 2016. English Grants Collections,
Book 1, University of Georgia, https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/cgi/viewcontent
.cgi?article=1001&context=english-collections. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Excelsior Online Writing Lab. Argument and Critical Thinking, Fall 2019. OER
Commons, Creative Commons License, https://www.oercommons.org/
courses/argument-critical-thinking/view. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
Hutchins, Christine E. Expository Writing, America Now, Fall 2019. Hostos
Community College, uses WordPress as platform, Creative Commons License, https://christineellennyccoreenglish.wordpress.com/. Accessed 1 Oct.
2019.
McGuire, Meg. Applied Environmental Writing, Spring 2017. University of
Delaware, uses Medium as platform, https://medium.com/engl462/syllabusapplied-environmental-writing-28924af7ff3f. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
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Walsh, Andrea. Writing and Rhetoric: Rhetoric and Contemporary Issues, Fall
2015. MIT OpenCourseWare, https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/comparativemedia-studies-writing/21w-011-writing-and-rhetoric-rhetoric-andcontemporary-issues-fall-2015/index.htm. Accessed 1 Oct. 2019.
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